Vascular skeletalization: a new concept to improve the resection rate in childhood neuroblastoma.
The surgical resection rate in childhood neuroblastoma (Stage III and IV) is relatively low and influences the prognosis greatly. This study analyzes the primary resection rate neuroblastoma in children. The tumors are shrunk with pre-operative chemotherapy and surgical resection beginning from the iliac vessels is performed to skeletalize the large retroperitoneal vascular. Using this method, 22 cases of childhood neuroblastoma received resections and the outcomes were analyzed. The tumors were completely removed in 21 out of the 22 cases (95.45% in total). There were no serious complications and perioperative deaths. Using proper surgical methods and skeletalizing the large retroperitoneal vessels significantly increases the resection rate.